MAYLANDS FIRST NATIONAL TITLES - BY TERRY GAUNT SNR

Terry Gaunt Snr at full speed on the Swan River in one of his Villain VJs, with crew Derek
Pearce.

The VJ class was designed to introduce juniors into sailing with an age limit of eighteen
years. The original idea was that after reaching 18 years of age, young sailors would then
move into larger boats. However the VVJ was so successful that sailors were reluctant to move
out of the class, so a senior section, over eighteen, was established. Marine ply was
unavailable during WW2, however the class spread like wildfire when ply became available
after the war. The class spread quickly to Lake Macquarie, Melbourne and Perth. Mel
Peacock from South Perth Yacht club went to Sydney in 1948/49 season and won the senior
section of the national championships on Sydney Harbour.

My first trip to Sydney was in the 1949/50 season with Bert Harris as crew. Our boat was
shipped over by sea which was about a six weeks travel time. Early boats were built using 3/8
(10mm.) solid timber. Villain weighed 145 Ibs. when the boats were weighed in Sydney and
found we were up against some boats that weighed 80lbs. Cedar ply had become available in
the Eastern states and was much lighter than the coach-wood ply that was available in Perth.
The championships were conducted over three heats which was really not enough after all the
trouble in shipping and train travel. Accommodation was provided for interstate visitors at the
Naval Barracks on South Head. We finished fourth.



Villain Too on a fast downwind shy
spinnaker run

_In the next season 1950/51, the national
championships were again held on Sydney
Harbour by the Vaucluse Club. I built a new
boat. This one weighed 100lb. and was more
competitive. A National Association had
now been formed and a weight limit of
90lbs. was adopted. The boat was again
shipped over by sea and we again travelled
by train. The series was still conducted over
three heats and this remained for some years
before it was changed to five heats. An
account of this series was written in the
Australian Aquatic monthly magazine as
follows.

VJ Junior First Heat — Light breeze and
rain. From a mediocre start Gold Star came
away from the rest of the fleet to register a
win from Sugar and Ripples with the WA boats finishing tenth and eleventh places.
No indication of sailing ability as the wind went right around the compass.

Second Heat — Strong breeze. From a good start, the WA boats were in a good
position for the first leg to windward. Off the wind to Bradley’s Head they were first
and second. On the shy run to Wedding Cake, Frisky and Villain were leading, but
just before Wedding Cake, Frisky ploughed through a couple of big waves and
dropped back to fifth. Villain led around this hazard but just after rounding and setting
a course on the wind to Neilsen Blinker, an eighteen foot skiff on port failed to give
way to Villain on starboard. This cost him about twelve lengths to Radiant, the NSW
state champion. Nevertheless Villain caught him again off Chowder Head and
rounded first but had a spinnaker mishap and finished fourth, with Frisky sixth.

Third Heat — Moderate breeze. Frisky and Villain got the best of the start and were
the leading boats at Shark Island. Sugar at this stage carried away her jib and either of
the WA boats could win the championship, the previous heat winners not registering
better than tenth in any other heat. Villain led around all marks to win the final heat
and the title.

| went on to win the next Junior Nationals. The National Association decided to run the series
on a rotation basis between the three states that had adopted the class, being N.S.W., VIC,,
and W.A. As | was now over eighteen, | stayed in the VJ class and raced in the senior
division. The competition was really strong with sailors like Syd Corser to contend with. It
was not until the 1957/58 season, with Derek Pearce as crew, that we were fortunate enough



to win the senior National title at Chelsea in Melbourne.

The only other state to hold a VJ series was South Australia where Gordon Collins, also from
the Maylands Club, won the senior title in his boat Solitaire at Robe in 1959/60. Gordon had
won the Nationals in 1958/59 — a great record of VJ success for the Maylands Yacht Club.
Gordon started sailing at Maylands as a junior in a Markey brothers built boat, Pandora.

Some of the Maylands VJs in the 1940s/1950s

Villain on a broad reach at Maylands, 1947,
courtesy Terry Gaunt Snr.

This was my first boat ‘Villain’ when VJs were
introduced to Maylands. Eventually the MYC fleet
built up to between 20 to 30 boats. My father
Wally was skippering the boat with his foot in this
photo. I think | was crewing for him. It could also
have been Bert Harris who was my VJ crew in
those early days. | went on to win three National

- VJ Titles (including two as a Junior).
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Another MYC member, Gordon Collins, won two
National Titles in the class in his boat Solitaire,
pictured here with crew Neil Ward.

Maylands National Senior VJ Titles came three
years in a row, with Terry Gaunt Snr and Derek
Pearce winning in Villain Too 1957/58, followed
by Gordon Collins and Neil Ward in Solitaire in
the 1958/59 and 1959/60 seasons. Both boats were
- built by Terry Gaunt Snr.

Another MYC member, Ross Allen sailing his VJ Domino at
- Maylands in 1959, with crew Rod Smith, photo courtesy Rod
¥ Smith.




As times have changed and sporting interests and activities of families have changed, many
sailing classes have come and gone at Maylands and other Swan River sailing clubs, and
unfortunately the once dominant VJ has virtually died out.

Terry Gaunt Snr and crew, Peter Reid in

‘ their Gwen 12, Villain, dual National
Title winner

8 ‘ In 1959/60 season the club adopted the

46 \ Gwen 12, a new class slightly bigger

i than the VJ using trapeze instead of

i swinging planks. The Gwen 12 was

A . designed in Melbourne, proved to be

very popular and had spread to N.S.W.

Queensland and W.A. The National

championships were to be held at

Rockingham that year so | decided to

| move on from the VJ and have a go at

the new class. With Peter Reid as crew

we formed a formidable combination,

winning every heat. The following year

the National title was held at Sandgate

on Moreton Bay in Brisbane. With Peter

Reid as crew, we were again successful.

After sailing at the Mount’s Bay Sailing Club for about ten years racing Lightweight Sharpies
and Sixteen Foot Skiffs, | returned to Maylands and started a fleet of Olympic class 470
dinghies. With Roy Burton as crew we were successful in winning two State Championships
in 1975 and 1976. The 470 fleet continued at Maylands for about four seasons.

Ed. — In 1958, just after Terry had won his Senior National VJ title at Chelsea, Melbourne,
the West Australian ran a feature article on the Gaunt family, under the heading:
“Championships are a family affair.” At that stage, Terry had won three National VJ titles
and three State Titles. In that article, it was mentioned that Terry was reluctant to take credit
for his success. He said; “Most yachtsmen can generally attribute their wins to one of three
things — luck, skill or good gear. With me, it’s different. I think I can safely thank Dad,
because he taught me just about everything I know.”

Terry rates his winning the VJ Junior Championship on Sydney Harbour in 1950/51 as his
finest moment. In that series, a “southerly buster” had hit the fleet. These are sudden cold
fronts that sweep up the coast from the south, and becalmed fleets are suddenly hit with 30 to
40 knot wind blasts. Terry had advised another WA crew to simply tip their boat over on its
side and sit out the initial strong gusts. This they did, only to learn after the race, to their
consternation, that a large school of sharks had been spotted trailing the fleet at the time!
Terry says his worst moment came after he had won two Gwen 12 National Titles and was
sailing for a hat trick of National Title wins at Sorrento, Melbourne. Villain Too had to win
the final heat of the series and their nearest opposition, a Queensland boat, had to finish ninth



or worse for Terry and crew Peter Reid to take the title again. Terry explained what happened
next:

We won that last race and sailed out to the last mark near the finish line to see our
opposition approaching the mark — we counted they were in thirteenth position. We
thought we had won the series. However, four Queensland boats, in front of our rival,
surrounded a New South Wales boat and continued instead of tacking to the finish
line. They continued sailing past the finish mark, allowing our opposition to finish
eighth. The result then became a tie and we lost on a countback.

Tony Cicerello, our WA State Team Manager, spoke at the presentation. He said it
was a sad day for sailing, and in any other sport, those concerned would have been
disqualified for life.

Our opponent, on the other hand, had done nothing wrong, so the final points position
stood, and we lost the Title.

Above - John Snr (left rear), Wally
(centre) and Terry Snr put the
finishing touches to Villain Too in
the Maylands boatshed. Terry’s
former crew, Brian Dillon is
polishing the boat in the foreground.

Wally Gaunt going over the ropes
with sons, Terry (left) and John
(centre) at the family home.




Terry Gaunt Snr teaching three
of his own children the ropes —
Terry Jnr, Greg and John, (Anne
is not present) have all gone on
to sailing success, no doubt
inspired by both their father’s
and grandfather’s achievements.



